
In partnership with Recommendance,
a Bay Area startup, Books & More is 
exploring this fun new way to match 
readers with books. Let us know what 
you think! hello@recommendance.com

A Note on Culture
Humor doesn’t exist in a vacuum – it’s shaped by the places we’ve 
lived, the languages we speak, and the cultures we carry with us. 
Uncoverize’s humor styles aim to describe how people laugh, but 
not always why. So while this guide matches your humor style, 
you might find the best fit in books that come from your own 
cultural background – or in stories that speak to your specific 
sensibilities. Think of this as a starting point, not a prescription.

 Your Humor Style: Edgy + Relatable
You appreciate sharp insight into everyday life—with a dose of daring.

You’re drawn to books that feel familiar and honest—but that aren’t afraid to push boundaries. You love humor rooted 
in real worlds and real people, yet laced with darkness, irony, or uncomfortable truths. If it makes you smile and gasp, 
it’s hitting your sweet spot.

Your Recommended Reads

Avoid: Eleanor Oliphant Is 
Completely Fine by Gail 
Honeyman
Well-intentioned and emotionally 
resonant, yes—but its gentle tone 
won’t satisfy your appetite for grit 
with humor.

If This Is You, You Might Say:
“It’s funny because it’s me—but it’s edgy because it’s real.”

Look For:

• Real-life premises with an honest 
twist

• Humor that’s comfortingly human 
and startlingly brave

• Writers who say what others won’t

Core Traits:

• Relatability: Truthful, 
recognizable characters and 
settings

• Edginess: Dark humor, moral 
risk, and boundary-testing

1. Gone Girl
by Gillian Flynn
A twisted, incisive look at mar-
riage and media—you’ll laugh at 
the razor-sharp writing, but the 
domestic darkness hits hard and 
real.

2. Funny in Farsi
by Firoozeh Dumas
A memoir that balances immigrant 
awkwardness and cultural collision 
with bold humor. It’s relatable, but 
never soft. Dumas confronts stereo-
types with clever nerve.

3. Lamb: The Gospel According 
to Biff, Christ’s Childhood Pal 
by Christopher Moore
A satirical, irreverent reimagining 
of biblical backstories. Grounded 
in interpersonal comedy, yet un-
afraid to court scandal with sly wit.

RECOMMENDANCE


