
In partnership with Recommendance,
a Bay Area startup, Books & More is 
exploring this fun new way to match 
readers with books. Let us know what 
you think! hello@recommendance.com

A Note on Culture
Humor doesn’t exist in a vacuum – it’s shaped by the places we’ve 
lived, the languages we speak, and the cultures we carry with us. 
Uncoverize’s humor styles aim to describe how people laugh, but 
not always why. So while this guide matches your humor style, 
you might find the best fit in books that come from your own 
cultural background – or in stories that speak to your specific 
sensibilities. Think of this as a starting point, not a prescription.

1. Where’d You Go, Bernadette 
by Maria Semple
A sharply funny take on mother-
hood, social pressure, and quiet 
rebellion—told through emails, 
reports, and letters. Smart, 
humane, and biting in all the 
right places.

 Your Humor Style: Clever + Relatable
You laugh at the truth—especially when it’s delivered with perfect timing and a raised eyebrow.

You’re drawn to humor that highlights everyday life: awkward moments, social quirks, and quiet chaos. But you 
appreciate when that realism is lifted by smart writing, crisp timing, and intellectual flair. You want your comedy 
grounded—but not basic. Insightful—but not cold. Basically? You love to laugh at life, and at yourself.

Your Recommended Reads

2. Me Talk Pretty One Day
by David Sedaris
A modern classic of comic 
memoir. Sedaris dissects the 
absurdity of family, language 
learning, and American expat life 
with deadpan charm and self-
aware wit.

3. Less by Andrew Sean Greer
A neurotic writer flees his ex’s 
wedding by saying yes to every 
literary invitation he receives 
around the globe. Gently satirical, 
quietly poignant, and 
consistently clever.

Probably Not for You

Avoid: A Confederacy of 
Dunces by John Kennedy Toole
While revered in some circles, its 
over-the-top absurdity and 
larger-than-life protagonist may 
feel too chaotic or cartoonish if 
you prefer grounded, 
recognizable characters.If This Is You, You Might Say:

“I love it when a book makes me laugh because I’ve been there.”

Look For:

• Smart, self-aware narrators

• Social satire grounded in 
realism

• Writers who capture 
awkwardness without cruelty

Core Traits:

• Relatability: Humor drawn 
from everyday life and social 
dynamics

• Cleverness: Verbal wit, irony, 
and observational insight
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