
In partnership with Recommendance,
a Bay Area startup, Books & More is 
exploring this fun new way to match 
readers with books. Let us know what 
you think! hello@recommendance.com

A Note on Culture
Humor doesn’t exist in a vacuum – it’s shaped by the places we’ve 
lived, the languages we speak, and the cultures we carry with us. 
Uncoverize’s humor styles aim to describe how people laugh, but 
not always why. So while this guide matches your humor style, 
you might find the best fit in books that come from your own 
cultural background – or in stories that speak to your specific 
sensibilities. Think of this as a starting point, not a prescription.

1. Lucky Jim by Kingsley Amis
A caustic, hilarious portrait of 
academic pretension. Jim’s 
internal monologue – equal parts 
self-loathing and savagely 
observant – is a masterclass in 
clever social satire.

 Your Humor Style: Clever + Edgy
You delight in sharp wit and bold ideas. Satire, subversion, and linguistic flair are your playground.

You’re drawn to books that cut with intelligence – whether through biting social commentary, brainy wordplay, or a 
protagonist who weaponizes sarcasm like a rapier. You don’t mind dark humor, uncomfortable truths, or characters 
who push boundaries. Just don’t give you fluff, slapstick, or whimsy for whimsy’s sake.

Your Recommended Reads

2. The Ask by Sam Lipsyte
Modern, brutal, and smart.
A failing development officer at
a university lurches through 
awkward conversations and 
existential breakdowns with 
deadpan brilliance and acidic bite.

3. Motherless Brooklyn
by Jonathan Lethem
A private eye with Tourette’s 
investigates his mentor’s murder, 
narrating with verbal pyro-
technics and noir grit. Funny, 
strange, and unnervingly stylish.

Probably Not for You

Avoid: The Hundred-Year-Old 
Man Who Climbed Out the 
Window and Disappeared by 
Jonas Jonasson
This one leans heavily on whim-
sical absurdity and farcical plot 
twists. If you value precision and 
punch over playful meandering, 
it’s likely to wear thin.

If This Is You, You Might Say:
“I laughed – not because it was silly, but because it was true and a little 
uncomfortable.”

Look For:

• Satirical voices

• Sardonic narrators

• Books that bite, not nuzzle

Core Traits:

• Cleverness: Wordplay, irony, 
and intellectual mischief

• Edginess: Dark comedy, rule-
breaking, emotional risk
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