
In partnership with Recommendance,
a Bay Area startup, Books & More is 
exploring this fun new way to match 
readers with books. Let us know what 
you think! hello@recommendance.com

A Note on Culture
Humor doesn’t exist in a vacuum – it’s shaped by the places we’ve 
lived, the languages we speak, and the cultures we carry with us. 
Uncoverize’s humor styles aim to describe how people laugh, but 
not always why. So while this guide matches your humor style, 
you might find the best fit in books that come from your own 
cultural background – or in stories that speak to your specific 
sensibilities. Think of this as a starting point, not a prescription.

 Your Humor Style: Absurd + Relatable
You see the weirdness in everyday life—and it makes you laugh.

You enjoy stories where ordinary situations spiral into delightful absurdity. The setting might be familiar, but the twists 
aren’t. You’re drawn to writers who notice life’s little oddities, then stretch them into something ridiculous—without 
losing their human touch. Warm, strange, and just close enough to home.

Your Recommended Reads

Avoid: One Day
by David Nicholls
Though it has comic moments, it’s 
more romantic and emotionally 
earnest than absurd. If you prefer 
your realism bent out of shape, 
this may feel too straight.

If This Is You, You Might Say:
“It’s funny because it’s true—but also kind of deranged.”

Look For:

• Everyday situations with a twist

• Humour rooted in awkward truth

• Writers who turn small things 
into comic spirals

Core Traits:

• Absurdity: Unexpected turns, 
quirky logic, surreal flavour

• Relatability: Real people, 
familiar settings, social 
awkwardness

1. French Exit by Patrick deWitt
A once-wealthy widow and her 
adult son flee New York for Paris 
with their cat—who may or may 
not be her reincarnated husband. 
Strange but grounded, with a 
sharp, human core beneath the 
oddball exterior.

2. The Family Fang
by Kevin Wilson
A brother and sister raised by per-
formance artists struggle with adult-
hood. It’s part family drama, part 
comic absurdity, with real emotional 
weight beneath the oddness.

3. The Idiot by Elif Batuman
A brilliant but socially awkward 
student fumbles through first 
love, linguistic theory, and the ab-
surdity of everyday conversation. 
Funny, dry, and grounded in the 
surrealness of normal life.
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