
In partnership with Recommendance,
a Bay Area startup, Books & More is 
exploring this fun new way to match 
readers with books. Let us know what 
you think! hello@recommendance.com

A Note on Culture
Humor doesn’t exist in a vacuum – it’s shaped by the places we’ve 
lived, the languages we speak, and the cultures we carry with us. 
Uncoverize’s humor styles aim to describe how people laugh, but 
not always why. So while this guide matches your humor style, 
you might find the best fit in books that come from your own 
cultural background – or in stories that speak to your specific 
sensibilities. Think of this as a starting point, not a prescription.

 Your Humor Style: Absurd + Edgy
You enjoy your comedy strange, sharp, and just a little dangerous.

You laugh hardest when things go off the rails—but only if the chaos has teeth. You’re drawn to stories that mash up 
surreal situations with dark undercurrents: strange characters, sharp turns, and comedy that tiptoes toward 
discomfort. You like a world that’s weird—but not weightless.

Your Recommended Reads

Probably Not for You

Avoid: Eleanor Oliphant Is 
Completely Fine by Gail 
Honeyman
Though quirky, it leans into senti-
ment and emotional resolution.
If you prefer your humor more 
biting and unpredictable, this 
may feel too gentle.If This Is You, You Might Say:

“I like my comedy wild, but with sharp edges.”

Look For:

• Satire with strange setups

• Dark comedy that leans 
surreal

• Writers unafraid to get weird 
and uncomfortable

Core Traits:

• Absurdity: Surreal plots, 
illogical turns, playful unreality

• Edginess: Discomfort, 
confrontation, emotional 
provocation

1. The Sellout by Paul Beatty
A blisteringly funny, satirical 
novel about race, identity, and 
the absurdity of American life. 
Brilliant, provocative, and totally 
unafraid to cross lines.

2. A Heartbreaking Work of 
Staggering Genius by Dave Eggers
An irreverent memoir that mixes 
loss, meta-commentary, and 
surreal humor. Daring, self-
aware, and full of tonal whiplash 
in the best way.

3. I’m Thinking of Ending Things 
by Iain Reid
A short, eerie novel with 
mounting dread and fractured 
reality. Darkly comic in places, it 
pairs absurdity with 
psychological intensity.
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