
In partnership with Recommendance,
a Bay Area startup, Books & More is 
exploring this fun new way to match 
readers with books. Let us know what 
you think! hello@recommendance.com

A Note on Culture
Humor doesn’t exist in a vacuum – it’s shaped by the places we’ve 
lived, the languages we speak, and the cultures we carry with us. 
Uncoverize’s humor styles aim to describe how people laugh, but 
not always why. So while this guide matches your humor style, 
you might find the best fit in books that come from your own 
cultural background – or in stories that speak to your specific 
sensibilities. Think of this as a starting point, not a prescription.

1. The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy by Douglas Adams
A cult classic of absurd logic, 
intergalactic bureaucracy, and 
relentless deadpan wit, with 
talking doors, depressed robots, 
and fish that translate languages 
in your ear.

 Your Humor Style: Absurd + Clever
You love your comedy smart but strange. Logic is welcome if it’s willing to bend, twist, or self-destruct.

You’re drawn to books that combine intellectual mischief with imaginative anarchy. Wordplay and satire appeal, but 
so do oddball scenarios and characters who live just outside the bounds of normal. If it’s too grounded, it might feel 
flat. If it’s too juvenile, it might feel beneath you. But if it’s brainy and bizarre? That’s your sweet spot.

Your Recommended Reads

2. Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
A maddeningly circular satire of 
war and bureaucracy. The 
absurdity is systemic, the logic 
twisted, the characters brilliant 
and doomed, and yet somehow, 
it’s laugh-out-loud funny.

3. Ella Minnow Pea
by Mark Dunn
A linguistic dystopia where letters 
are progressively banned from 
use. It’s a puzzle, a parable, and a 
playground for word-lovers, with 
a strange and silly premise told in 
the cleverest possible way.

Probably Not for You

Avoid: The Rosie Project by 
Graeme Simsion
Though often funny, it’s 
grounded in realism and 
predictability. Its humor leans 
warm and relational, not surreal 
or intellectually surprising, so it 
may feel too soft or tidy for your 
taste.

If This Is You, You Might Say:
“I like my jokes smart, but I also want to feel like I’ve fallen down a rabbit 
hole—with a thesaurus.”

Look For:

• Paradoxical situations

• Satirical premises

• Writers who challenge logic 
as a form of entertainment

Core Traits:

• Cleverness: Language, irony, 
concept-driven humor

• Absurdity: Surreal logic, play-
ful illogic, imaginative leaps
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